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TODAY'S 10 FRESH UPSC TOPICS
1. Pakistan as a Persistent Security Challenge: Stability-Instability Paradox
GS II - India and its neighbourhood; GS III - internal security, terrorism and defence. PYQ linkage: cross-border terrorism,
nuclear deterrence, security challenges from state and non-state actors.
2. NSE IPO and Governance of Market Infrastructure Institutions
GS III - capital markets, financial-sector regulation and corporate governance. PYQ linkage: SEBI, financial-market reforms
and investor protection.
3. Aravalli Ecosystem Landscape: From Height-Based Definition to Ecological Governance
GS III - environment, biodiversity, land degradation; GS II - environmental governance and judiciary. PYQ linkage:
ecosystem conservation, mining and sustainable development.
4. 1.5°C Overshoot: Reframing Global Climate Action
GS III - climate change; GS II - global environmental governance. PYQ linkage: Paris Agreement, climate justice, adaptation
and Loss & Damage.
5. Emergency Credit Line Guarantee Scheme (ECLGS) 5.0
GS III - MSMEs, banking, credit and inclusive growth. PYQ linkage: government intervention in credit markets and MSME
constraints.
6. Food Fortification and Biofortification: Tackling Hidden Hunger
GS II - health, nutrition and vulnerable groups; GS III - agriculture and biotechnology. PYQ linkage: malnutrition and food
security.
7. Online Child Sexual Abuse Material: Reporting Gaps and Digital Governance
GS II - child rights, governance and social justice; GS III - cyber security. PYQ linkage: digital platforms, cybercrime and
vulnerable groups.
8. GLOF and Snow-Avalanche Preparedness in Himalayan States
GS III - disaster management, climate change and geography. PYQ linkage: Himalayan hazards and disaster-risk
reduction.
9. Supreme Court, NCTE and Accountability in Teacher-Education Institutions
GS II - education, governance and statutory bodies. PYQ linkage: quality of education and regulatory institutions.
10. 'Chipflation': Semiconductor Constraints and Consumer Electronics Prices
GS III - science & technology, semiconductors, manufacturing and inflation. PYQ linkage: strategic technologies and
supply-chain resilience.

QUALITY CONTROL Previous-week repetition filtered against the approved recent editions. Topics are
selected only where there is a fresh development or a clearly new analytical
angle.
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1. Pakistan as a Persistent Security Challenge:
Stability-Instability Paradox

SYLLABUS / PYQ RELEVANCE GS II - India and its neighbourhood; GS III - internal security, terrorism and
defence. PYQ linkage: cross-border terrorism, nuclear deterrence, security
challenges from state and non-state actors.

WHY IN NEWS Former Chief of Defence Staff Gen. Anil Chauhan (Retd.) argued that Pakistan will
remain a significant security concern and drew attention to nuclear deterrence,
terrorism, proxy warfare and emerging regional defence alignments.

CONTEXT / BACKGROUND India-Pakistan security relations combine an unresolved territorial dispute,
cross-border terrorism, nuclear weapons and periodic crises. The
'stability-instability paradox' suggests that strategic nuclear deterrence may
reduce incentives for full-scale war while creating space for lower-level conflict
below the nuclear threshold.

CONCEPT EXPLAINED Credible deterrence requires capability, communication and the opponent's belief
that unacceptable costs can be imposed. Sub-conventional conflict includes
terrorism, proxies, sabotage and coercion below conventional-war intensity.
Escalation management is therefore as important as retaliation.

PRELIMS FACT ZONE & TRAPS
• Nuclear deterrence does not automatically eliminate sub-conventional conflict.
• Terror networks can regenerate through ideology, finance, recruitment, safe havens and state support.
• India's responses have increasingly emphasised calibrated cross-border and diplomatic costs.
• Cyber, space, maritime and information domains now widen the security spectrum.

MULTIDIMENSIONAL MAINS ANALYSIS
• Security policy must combine deterrence with intelligence, border management and counter-terror finance.
• Escalation control is crucial in a nuclearised dyad; signalling must be credible but calibrated.
• Regional alignments can alter threat perceptions and crisis calculations.
• Diplomacy, economic resilience and international pressure complement military preparedness.

SIGNIFICANCE Moves analysis beyond a narrow border-war lens to a multi-domain deterrence
framework.

CHALLENGES Risk of miscalculation, proxy deniability, information warfare and crisis escalation.

WAY FORWARD Improve jointness, ISR, counter-terror finance, cyber resilience, diplomatic
coalitions and crisis communication.

30-SECOND DIAGRAM Nuclear deterrence -> lower space for full war -> possible sub-conventional
probing -> calibrated response + escalation control

MAINS PRACTICE QUESTION
15 Marks | 250 Words: Explain the stability-instability paradox in the context of India-Pakistan security relations.
Source: Indian Express, 6 Sep 2026

ORIGINAL MAP PRACTICE
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2. NSE IPO and Governance of Market Infrastructure
Institutions

SYLLABUS / PYQ RELEVANCE GS III - capital markets, financial-sector regulation and corporate governance. PYQ
linkage: SEBI, financial-market reforms and investor protection.

WHY IN NEWS The National Stock Exchange received SEBI approval for its long-awaited IPO, with
the proposed issue widely expected to be one of India's largest public listings.

CONTEXT / BACKGROUND A stock exchange is not an ordinary company. It performs systemically important
market functions: trading, price discovery, surveillance and access to market
infrastructure. NSE's listing process therefore raises questions about ownership,
public accountability, conflicts of interest and the governance of Market
Infrastructure Institutions (MIIs).

CONCEPT EXPLAINED An IPO is the first public sale of a company's shares. MIIs include exchanges,
clearing corporations and depositories. Their commercial incentives must coexist
with quasi-regulatory duties, making fit-and-proper standards, technology
resilience and conflict management essential.

PRELIMS FACT ZONE & TRAPS
• SEBI regulates securities markets and market infrastructure in India.
• Primary markets raise new capital; secondary markets enable trading in existing securities.
• Clearing corporations reduce counterparty risk through settlement and risk management.
• Listing can improve disclosure while also intensifying commercial pressure.

MULTIDIMENSIONAL MAINS ANALYSIS
• The key issue is balancing shareholder value with public-interest market functions.
• Technology failures in a major exchange can create systemic and investor-protection risks.
• Governance must separate commercial management from surveillance and regulatory responsibilities.
• Competition among exchanges should not dilute risk controls or market integrity.

SIGNIFICANCE A landmark test of how India governs commercially successful but systemically
critical financial infrastructure.

CHALLENGES Conflicts of interest, cyber risk, concentration, surveillance integrity and
accountability.

WAY FORWARD Strengthen independent boards, technology audits, conflict firewalls, disclosure
and SEBI oversight.

30-SECOND DIAGRAM Investors -> Exchange -> Clearing Corporation -> Settlement/Depository ->
Market confidence

MAINS PRACTICE QUESTION
15 Marks | 250 Words: Why do stock exchanges require a governance framework stricter than that applicable to ordinary
listed companies?
Source: Indian Express, 6 Sep 2026
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3. Aravalli Ecosystem Landscape: From Height-Based
Definition to Ecological Governance

SYLLABUS / PYQ RELEVANCE GS III - environment, biodiversity, land degradation; GS II - environmental
governance and judiciary. PYQ linkage: ecosystem conservation, mining and
sustainable development.

WHY IN NEWS A Supreme Court-appointed High-Powered Committee said the Aravallis cannot be
scientifically defined by a single terrain yardstick and proposed an
ecosystem-based framework.

CONTEXT / BACKGROUND The Aravallis stretch across Gujarat, Rajasthan, Haryana and Delhi. A narrow
height threshold can omit ecologically connected low-relief areas. Earlier concerns
held that a 100-metre criterion could exclude a large share of the range. The
present committee is comparing methodologies and seeking more time for a
scientifically defensible delineation.

CONCEPT EXPLAINED An ecosystem approach maps ecological processes - forests, drainage,
groundwater, biodiversity corridors, soil, connectivity and livelihoods - rather than
relying on a single elevation number. This reflects the precautionary principle and
landscape ecology.

PRELIMS FACT ZONE & TRAPS
• Aravallis are among the world's oldest fold-mountain systems.
• They act as a barrier against eastward desertification and support groundwater recharge.
• The landscape influences Delhi-NCR dust, biodiversity and local hydrology.
• Environmental delineation has major consequences for mining and land-use regulation.

MULTIDIMENSIONAL MAINS ANALYSIS
• Legal definitions should reflect ecological functionality, not arbitrary geomorphological cut-offs.
• Scientific mapping must be transparent, reproducible and independently validated.
• Conservation policy should account for local livelihoods while preventing irreversible degradation.
• Inter-state coordination is necessary because the range crosses multiple jurisdictions.

SIGNIFICANCE Shows how environmental law is moving from parcel-based protection toward
landscape governance.

CHALLENGES Competing mining/real-estate interests, data disputes, enforcement gaps and
state-level variation.

WAY FORWARD Use high-resolution mapping, ecological corridors, cumulative-impact assessment
and participatory consultation.

30-SECOND DIAGRAM Landform + forest + water + biodiversity + connectivity + livelihoods -> Aravalli
Ecosystem Landscape

MAINS PRACTICE QUESTION
15 Marks | 250 Words: Why is an ecosystem-based definition more appropriate for conserving the Aravalli landscape?
Source: Indian Express, 4-5 Sep 2026

ORIGINAL MAP PRACTICE
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4. 1.5°C Overshoot: Reframing Global Climate Action
SYLLABUS / PYQ RELEVANCE GS III - climate change; GS II - global environmental governance. PYQ linkage:

Paris Agreement, climate justice, adaptation and Loss & Damage.

WHY IN NEWS UNEP's 'Limiting Overshoot' assessment warned that temporarily exceeding the
1.5°C warming threshold is now effectively unavoidable under current
trajectories.

CONTEXT / BACKGROUND The Paris Agreement seeks to hold warming well below 2°C and pursue efforts to
limit it to 1.5°C above pre-industrial levels. 'Overshoot' means temperatures
exceed a target temporarily before being brought down, typically through rapid
emission cuts and enhanced carbon removal.

CONCEPT EXPLAINED Magnitude and duration of overshoot matter. Every extra fraction of warming
increases extreme-weather, ecosystem and sea-level risks. Returning below 1.5°C
would require net-negative emissions after net zero, raising questions about
feasibility, land use and equity.

PRELIMS FACT ZONE & TRAPS
• UNEP's assessment indicates even optimistic pathways may peak around 1.8°C.
• Overshoot increases the risk of irreversible losses and climate tipping elements.
• Carbon dioxide removal cannot substitute for immediate mitigation.
• Vulnerable countries face disproportionate damage despite low historical emissions.

MULTIDIMENSIONAL MAINS ANALYSIS
• Climate policy must shift from 'whether' overshoot occurs to limiting its magnitude and duration.
• Adaptation and disaster-resilient infrastructure become more urgent as warming rises.
• Loss-and-damage finance is central to climate justice.
• Carbon removal requires safeguards for land, biodiversity, food security and permanence.

SIGNIFICANCE Changes the policy debate from a binary target to risk minimisation and resilience
under unavoidable warming.

CHALLENGES Finance gaps, technology limits, weak NDC ambition, adaptation deficits and
unequal responsibility.

WAY FORWARD Deep emissions cuts this decade, stronger NDCs, adaptation finance,
loss-and-damage funding and cautious carbon removal.

30-SECOND DIAGRAM Emissions cuts -> lower peak warming -> shorter overshoot -> lower irreversible
damage

MAINS PRACTICE QUESTION
15 Marks | 250 Words: What does a 1.5°C temperature overshoot mean, and how should it reshape global climate policy?
Source: UNEP / Indian Express editorial, 5 Sep 2026
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5. Emergency Credit Line Guarantee Scheme (ECLGS)
5.0

SYLLABUS / PYQ RELEVANCE GS III - MSMEs, banking, credit and inclusive growth. PYQ linkage: government
intervention in credit markets and MSME constraints.

WHY IN NEWS The government released details of ECLGS 5.0, designed to provide targeted
guaranteed credit to businesses affected by external disruptions.

CONTEXT / BACKGROUND The ECLGS architecture was first used during the COVID-19 shock to encourage
banks and financial institutions to lend additional working capital to eligible
borrowers by reducing lender credit risk through a government guarantee.

CONCEPT EXPLAINED A credit guarantee is not the same as a direct government loan. The lender
provides the credit; the guarantee covers specified losses if the borrower defaults.
Such guarantees are contingent fiscal liabilities and should be evaluated for
additionality and moral hazard.

PRELIMS FACT ZONE & TRAPS
• Implemented through the National Credit Guarantee Trustee Company (NCGTC).
• Supports MSMEs and specified eligible businesses through institutional lenders.
• Digital access is linked with the Jan Samarth platform.
• Credit guarantees can preserve working capital, employment and supply chains during shocks.

MULTIDIMENSIONAL MAINS ANALYSIS
• Well-designed guarantees can prevent otherwise-viable firms from failing due to temporary liquidity stress.
• Poor targeting may keep structurally unviable firms alive and create future NPAs.
• Guarantees need transparent eligibility, sunset clauses and disclosure of fiscal risk.
• The success metric should include survival, jobs and repayment - not only sanctioned credit.

SIGNIFICANCE Shows the use of public risk-sharing as counter-cyclical economic policy.

CHALLENGES Moral hazard, adverse selection, fiscal risk and unequal access for smaller firms.

WAY FORWARD Target temporary shocks, improve credit analytics, disclose contingent liabilities
and design clear exit conditions.

30-SECOND DIAGRAM Government guarantee -> lower lender risk -> additional credit -> business
continuity -> jobs/supply chains

MAINS PRACTICE QUESTION
15 Marks | 250 Words: Evaluate credit-guarantee schemes as instruments for supporting MSMEs during external economic
shocks.
Source: PIB Backgrounder, 5 Sep 2026
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6. Food Fortification and Biofortification: Tackling
Hidden Hunger

SYLLABUS / PYQ RELEVANCE GS II - health, nutrition and vulnerable groups; GS III - agriculture and
biotechnology. PYQ linkage: malnutrition and food security.

WHY IN NEWS A fresh UPSC-focused analysis highlighted food fortification and biofortification as
complementary tools against India's micronutrient deficiencies or 'hidden hunger'.

CONTEXT / BACKGROUND Malnutrition includes undernutrition, overnutrition and micronutrient deficiency.
Hidden hunger may exist even when calorie intake is adequate. India uses
fortified staples and is also developing nutrient-dense crop varieties.

CONCEPT EXPLAINED Food fortification adds micronutrients during processing, e.g. iron or folic acid in
staple foods. Biofortification raises nutrient content within the crop itself through
conventional breeding, agronomy or biotechnology.

PRELIMS FACT ZONE & TRAPS
• Iodised salt is a classic example of mass fortification.
• Biofortified crops can include iron-rich pearl millet or zinc-rich varieties.
• Fortification works through food supply chains; biofortification begins at crop development/production.
• Nutrition interventions should complement dietary diversity, sanitation and primary healthcare.

MULTIDIMENSIONAL MAINS ANALYSIS
• Fortification can rapidly improve population micronutrient intake at scale.
• Biofortification may be especially useful in rural areas consuming self-produced staples.
• Risks include over-fortification, poor monitoring, uneven intake and excessive reliance on single-food solutions.
• Nutrition policy must remain food-system based, not only nutrient-addition based.

SIGNIFICANCE Combines public health and agricultural innovation to address a major
human-capital constraint.

CHALLENGES Quality control, bioavailability, consumer acceptance, supply-chain compliance
and dietary inequality.

WAY FORWARD Use evidence-based standards, monitoring, dietary diversification, local crops and
nutrition education.

30-SECOND DIAGRAM Hidden hunger -> fortification (processing) + biofortification (crop) + diverse diet
-> improved micronutrient status

MAINS PRACTICE QUESTION
15 Marks | 250 Words: Differentiate food fortification from biofortification. How can the two complement India's nutrition
strategy?
Source: Indian Express UPSC Essentials, 5 Sep 2026
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7. Online Child Sexual Abuse Material: Reporting Gaps
and Digital Governance

SYLLABUS / PYQ RELEVANCE GS II - child rights, governance and social justice; GS III - cyber security. PYQ
linkage: digital platforms, cybercrime and vulnerable groups.

WHY IN NEWS The NHRC issued notices after paid social-media advertisements allegedly
directed users toward channels offering child sexual abuse material, renewing
scrutiny of reporting and enforcement gaps.

CONTEXT / BACKGROUND India's child-protection framework includes the POCSO Act and associated rules,
along with cybercrime and intermediary obligations. Global reporting systems can
generate large volumes of tips, but outcomes depend on rapid platform reporting,
law-enforcement capacity, cross-border cooperation and victim-sensitive
investigation.

CONCEPT EXPLAINED CSAM refers to material depicting sexual abuse or exploitation of children.
Platform moderation involves detection, reporting, preservation of evidence,
takedown and cooperation with lawful investigation. Automated detection must
be paired with due process and privacy safeguards.

PRELIMS FACT ZONE & TRAPS
• POCSO = Protection of Children from Sexual Offences.
• NHRC = National Human Rights Commission.
• CyberTipline-style reports are leads; they require verification and investigation.
• Encryption, cross-border hosting and rapidly changing accounts complicate enforcement.

MULTIDIMENSIONAL MAINS ANALYSIS
• The regulatory problem is not only absence of law but weak conversion of reports into investigation and prosecution.
• Platforms need rapid escalation systems and transparent compliance metrics.
• Specialised cyber units require digital-forensics capacity and child-sensitive protocols.
• Privacy protection and targeted monitoring must coexist; indiscriminate surveillance is not the answer.

SIGNIFICANCE Illustrates the governance challenge created when online harm moves faster than
institutional response.

CHALLENGES Under-reporting, jurisdictional fragmentation, evidence preservation, encryption
and victim trauma.

WAY FORWARD Standardise reporting, train cyber units, strengthen international cooperation and
publish accountability data.

30-SECOND DIAGRAM Detection -> platform report -> preservation -> police triage -> investigation ->
victim support -> prosecution

MAINS PRACTICE QUESTION
15 Marks | 250 Words: India's challenge with online child sexual abuse material is increasingly an implementation problem
rather than merely a legislative gap. Discuss.
Source: Indian Express Explained / NHRC context, 4-5 Sep 2026
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8. GLOF and Snow-Avalanche Preparedness in
Himalayan States

SYLLABUS / PYQ RELEVANCE GS III - disaster management, climate change and geography. PYQ linkage:
Himalayan hazards and disaster-risk reduction.

WHY IN NEWS The Union Home Secretary reviewed preparedness of Himalayan States/UTs for
Glacial Lake Outburst Floods (GLOFs) and snow avalanches, emphasising
monitoring, early warning and evacuation.

CONTEXT / BACKGROUND Warming, glacier retreat and changing precipitation can expand or destabilise
glacial lakes. A moraine- or ice-dammed lake may suddenly breach, releasing a
high-energy flood that carries water, sediment and debris downstream.
Avalanches arise from unstable snowpacks and terrain/weather interactions.

CONCEPT EXPLAINED GLOF risk = hazard x exposure x vulnerability. Monitoring requires remote
sensing, field surveys, lake-level information and modelling of downstream flow
paths. Early warning is useful only when alerts are connected to evacuation
protocols and last-mile communication.

PRELIMS FACT ZONE & TRAPS
• The review included Uttarakhand, Himachal Pradesh, Sikkim, Arunachal Pradesh and Jammu & Kashmir.
• NDMA, CWC, IMD and DGRE were among participating agencies.
• Critical actions include vulnerable-lake identification, flow-path mapping, alerts and evacuation readiness.
• A centrally supported mitigation project was sanctioned in 2024.

MULTIDIMENSIONAL MAINS ANALYSIS
• Risk reduction should move from post-disaster relief to anticipatory governance.
• Hydropower and road projects need multi-hazard assessments in fragile valleys.
• Data sharing across agencies and borders is essential in trans-Himalayan basins.
• Community drills and redundant communication systems are as important as sensors.

SIGNIFICANCE A model case of climate-linked disaster governance in a fragile mountain region.

CHALLENGES Sparse monitoring, remote terrain, cascading hazards, infrastructure exposure
and cross-border basins.

WAY FORWARD Expand lake inventories, sensor networks, scenario modelling, land-use controls
and community evacuation drills.

30-SECOND DIAGRAM Glacier retreat -> unstable lake -> breach -> debris flood -> downstream
exposure; reduce risk via monitoring + warning + evacuation

MAINS PRACTICE QUESTION
15 Marks | 250 Words: Discuss the institutional and technological measures required to reduce GLOF risk in the Indian
Himalaya.
Source: PIB / Ministry of Home Affairs, 3 Sep 2026

ORIGINAL MAP PRACTICE



RAMKRISHNA MISSION GEO IAS
NEWTOWN, VIVEK TIRTH

www.geoias.in | 9477560002

UPSC DAILY NEWSPAPER ANALYSIS | 06 SEPTEMBER 2026 Page 13



RAMKRISHNA MISSION GEO IAS
NEWTOWN, VIVEK TIRTH

www.geoias.in | 9477560002

UPSC DAILY NEWSPAPER ANALYSIS | 06 SEPTEMBER 2026 Page 14

9. Supreme Court, NCTE and Accountability in
Teacher-Education Institutions

SYLLABUS / PYQ RELEVANCE GS II - education, governance and statutory bodies. PYQ linkage: quality of
education and regulatory institutions.

WHY IN NEWS The Supreme Court upheld an NCTE notice requiring Teacher Education
Institutions to submit annual Performance Appraisal Reports, restoring a
regulatory accountability mechanism.

CONTEXT / BACKGROUND The National Council for Teacher Education (NCTE) regulates teacher-education
standards. Quality of teacher preparation has direct implications for school
education and the Right to Education framework. The dispute concerned the
authority to seek periodic performance information from recognised institutions.

CONCEPT EXPLAINED Regulation is not only about granting initial recognition. Continuous appraisal
checks whether institutions maintain faculty, infrastructure, curriculum and other
required standards after approval.

PRELIMS FACT ZONE & TRAPS
• NCTE is a statutory body.
• Teacher Education Institutions include institutions offering recognised teacher-training programmes.
• The RTE framework depends on adequately qualified teachers.
• Performance reporting can support risk-based inspection and regulatory transparency.

MULTIDIMENSIONAL MAINS ANALYSIS
• Weak teacher training can undermine learning even when school enrolment is high.
• Annual appraisal can shift regulation from one-time licensing to continuous quality assurance.
• Compliance must remain proportionate and avoid becoming a paperwork-only exercise.
• Data from appraisal reports should inform inspections, accreditation and public disclosure.

SIGNIFICANCE Links regulatory accountability in teacher education to the quality dimension of
the right to education.

CHALLENGES Regulatory capacity, fake compliance, excessive paperwork and uneven
institutional quality.

WAY FORWARD Use digital reporting, risk-based audits, transparent benchmarks and academic
outcome indicators.

30-SECOND DIAGRAM Teacher education quality -> teacher competence -> classroom practice ->
learning outcomes -> RTE quality

MAINS PRACTICE QUESTION
15 Marks | 250 Words: Why is continuous regulation of teacher-education institutions necessary for improving
school-education quality?
Source: Indian Express Legal News, 4 Sep 2026
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10. 'Chipflation': Semiconductor Constraints and
Consumer Electronics Prices

SYLLABUS / PYQ RELEVANCE GS III - science & technology, semiconductors, manufacturing and inflation. PYQ
linkage: strategic technologies and supply-chain resilience.

WHY IN NEWS Rising prices of memory chips and AI-driven demand have brought the term
'chipflation' into focus in discussions on consumer-electronics costs.

CONTEXT / BACKGROUND Modern electronics depend on specialised semiconductor supply chains. AI data
centres, high-bandwidth memory demand, fabrication capacity constraints and
concentration of advanced manufacturing can tighten supplies and raise prices
across devices.

CONCEPT EXPLAINED Chipflation is not a formal macroeconomic category; it describes price pressure
originating from semiconductor inputs. Memory, logic and power chips have
different production technologies and bottlenecks. Semiconductor fabrication is
capital-intensive, technologically complex and geographically concentrated.

PRELIMS FACT ZONE & TRAPS
• Semiconductors are inputs into phones, computers, vehicles, telecom and industrial equipment.
• AI demand can divert advanced memory and fabrication capacity toward data-centre products.
• Supply shocks can transmit to downstream consumer prices with a lag.
• Resilience requires design capability, fabs, packaging, materials, equipment and skilled labour.

MULTIDIMENSIONAL MAINS ANALYSIS
• India's semiconductor strategy must look beyond fabs to the full ecosystem.
• Strategic stockpiles alone cannot solve technology dependence.
• Trusted supply chains and international partnerships reduce concentration risk.
• Domestic electronics manufacturing benefits when chip availability is predictable and logistics are resilient.

SIGNIFICANCE Shows how strategic-technology bottlenecks can spill into inflation, trade and
industrial policy.

CHALLENGES High capital cost, technology cycles, skilled manpower, water/energy needs and
imported equipment.

WAY FORWARD Build design-to-packaging capability, R&D;, talent pipelines, supplier clusters and
diversified global partnerships.

30-SECOND DIAGRAM AI demand + fab constraints -> chip price rise -> higher device input cost ->
consumer 'chipflation'

MAINS PRACTICE QUESTION
15 Marks | 250 Words: What is 'chipflation'? Explain why semiconductor supply chains have become a macroeconomic as
well as strategic-policy concern.
Source: Indian Express Knowledge Nugget, 4 Sep 2026
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PRELIMS PRACTICE - 10 STRUCTURED
MCQs

UPSC-style questions with answer and detailed explanation

Q1. With reference to the 'stability-instability paradox', consider the following statements:
1. Strategic nuclear deterrence may reduce incentives for full-scale war.
2. It can simultaneously create space for lower-intensity conflict below the nuclear threshold.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: (c) Both statements capture the paradox. Strategic stability at the nuclear level can coexist
with instability at lower levels because actors may believe limited or proxy actions will not
trigger all-out war.

Q2. With reference to Market Infrastructure Institutions (MIIs), which of the following are generally included?
1. Stock exchanges
2. Clearing corporations
3. Depositories
Select the correct answer using the code below.
(a) 1 only
(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: (d) Exchanges, clearing corporations and depositories are core market infrastructure
institutions. They support trading, clearing, settlement, custody and systemic market
functioning.

Q3. Why is an ecosystem-based definition particularly relevant to the Aravallis?
(a) Because only elevation determines ecological value
(b) Because ecological connectivity can extend across forests, drainage, low-relief landforms and livelihood systems
(c) Because the Aravallis lie entirely inside one State
(d) Because mining has no relation to ecological delineation

Answer: (b) Landscape ecology looks beyond a single height or contour test. Hydrology, biodiversity
corridors, forest patches and low-relief connecting areas may all be ecologically significant.

Q4. In climate policy, 'temperature overshoot' refers to:
(a) A temporary exceedance of a warming target followed by a later decline
(b) A sudden fall in global temperature
(c) An error in climate modelling
(d) Only regional heat-wave conditions

Answer: (a) Overshoot means global mean temperature rises above an agreed level for a period and is
later brought back down, requiring deep mitigation and often net-negative emissions.

Q5. Which of the following best describes a government credit guarantee?
(a) Government directly gives the entire loan to every borrower
(b) Government shares specified lender losses if an eligible guaranteed borrower defaults
(c) It eliminates all credit risk permanently
(d) It is the same as an interest subsidy
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Answer: (b) A guarantee reduces the lender's risk by covering specified losses under defined conditions.
The bank or financial institution still originates the loan; the guarantee is a contingent fiscal
liability.
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Q6. Consider the following statements:
1. Food fortification adds nutrients during food processing or distribution.
2. Biofortification increases nutrient density in the crop itself.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: (c) Both are correct. Fortification operates after harvest/processing, while biofortification acts
through crop breeding, agronomy or biotechnology to raise nutrient content before
consumption.

Q7. With reference to online child sexual abuse material (CSAM), which one of the following is the most appropriate
governance sequence?
(a) Detection -> preservation/reporting -> investigation -> victim support/prosecution
(b) Detection -> immediate public disclosure of victim identity
(c) Detection -> no evidence preservation -> takedown only
(d) Automated surveillance of all citizens without legal safeguards

Answer: (a) Effective governance requires rapid detection and reporting, preservation of lawful
evidence, specialised investigation and victim-sensitive support. Takedown alone may
destroy evidence and does not complete accountability.

Q8. A Glacial Lake Outburst Flood (GLOF) is most directly associated with:
(a) Failure or sudden breach of a glacial lake dam releasing stored water and debris
(b) Daily tidal oscillation
(c) Only river-bank erosion in plains
(d) Groundwater salinity in coastal aquifers

Answer: (a) GLOFs occur when a glacial lake, often dammed by moraine or ice, suddenly releases
water. The flood can entrain sediment and debris and become highly destructive
downstream.

Q9. The National Council for Teacher Education (NCTE) is primarily concerned with:
(a) Regulation and planned development of teacher education
(b) Conduct of the Civil Services Examination
(c) Regulation of stock exchanges
(d) Management of central universities only

Answer: (a) NCTE is the statutory regulator for teacher-education standards and recognised
teacher-training programmes. Its role includes maintaining norms and regulatory oversight.

Q10. The term 'chipflation' is best understood as:
(a) A statutory inflation index prepared by RBI
(b) Price pressure in electronics arising from semiconductor supply-demand constraints
(c) Inflation caused only by food grains
(d) A fall in semiconductor prices due to excess capacity

Answer: (b) Chipflation is an informal term for downstream price pressure caused by expensive or
scarce semiconductor inputs. It can result from AI demand, memory shortages, fab
constraints or concentrated supply chains.
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MODEL ANSWER 1

Q1. In a world of high long-term interest rates, how
should India preserve macroeconomic resilience?
15 Marks | 250 Words    (245 words)

INTRODUCTION India's recent growth resilience does not insulate it from a global environment in
which long-term government-bond yields in advanced economies remain elevated.
Higher risk-free returns abroad can make emerging-market assets relatively less
attractive, increase the cost of foreign capital and expose economies dependent
on volatile portfolio flows.

CORE ANALYSIS First, India must protect macroeconomic credibility. Fiscal consolidation is
important because large public borrowing can crowd out private investment and
raise domestic interest costs. A manageable current-account deficit is equally
necessary when external financing is uncertain. Second, the composition of capital
matters. Stable foreign direct investment and long-term institutional capital are
preferable to short-term portfolio flows that can reverse quickly.

CRITICAL DIMENSION Third, export competitiveness must become a core resilience strategy. Lower
logistics costs, predictable regulation, efficient trade facilitation and rational duties
on imported inputs can improve the ability of Indian firms to compete globally.
Fourth, deeper domestic bond and equity markets can reduce overdependence on
external finance. RBI may use liquidity and foreign-exchange tools to smooth
disorderly conditions, but temporary swap windows or incentives cannot substitute
for structural reforms.

WAY FORWARD / POLICY
DIRECTION

At the same time, policy must avoid excessive currency defence or guarantees
that transfer private exchange-rate risk to the public balance sheet. India's
strongest protection is not a particular exchange rate, but confidence in its growth,
inflation management and institutions.

CONCLUSION Thus, macroeconomic resilience rests on a combination of fiscal discipline, export
capacity, stable capital flows, financial-market depth and predictable policy. In a
high-rate world, credibility itself becomes an economic asset.
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MODEL ANSWER 2

Q2. If a temporary overshoot of the 1.5°C threshold is
becoming unavoidable, how should global climate
policy be reframed?
15 Marks | 250 Words    

INTRODUCTION The Paris Agreement's 1.5°C aspiration remains scientifically important because
climate damages rise with every additional fraction of warming. However, UNEP's
'Limiting Overshoot' assessment indicates that a temporary breach of the
threshold is increasingly unavoidable. Climate policy must therefore shift from
treating 1.5°C as a simple pass-fail target to minimising the magnitude, duration
and consequences of overshoot. The first priority is faster mitigation.

CORE ANALYSIS An expected overshoot does not justify weaker action; it makes near-term
emission cuts more valuable because lower cumulative emissions reduce peak
warming. Countries should strengthen Nationally Determined Contributions,
accelerate clean-energy transitions and reduce methane and other short-lived
climate pollutants. Second, adaptation must receive equal political weight. Heat,
floods, glacier-related hazards, sea-level rise and ecosystem loss will intensify
even before temperatures peak.

CRITICAL DIMENSION Resilient infrastructure, early-warning systems, climate-smart agriculture and
urban heat planning are essential. Third, climate justice must move from rhetoric
to finance. Low-emitting developing countries often face the gravest damages.
Adaptation finance and the Loss and Damage Fund therefore need predictable and
adequate resources.

(250 words)

WAY FORWARD / POLICY
DIRECTION

Carbon removal may complement, but never substitute for, immediate deep emissions cuts.

CONCLUSION The inevitability of a temporary 1.5°C overshoot should not weaken global climate ambition;
rather, it makes immediate action more urgent. The priority must be to limit the magnitude and
duration of overshoot through rapid emission reductions, while simultaneously strengthening
adaptation, climate finance and Loss & Damage support. The 1.5°C threshold must therefore
remain a scientific benchmark for minimising irreversible climate risks and ensuring a just and
resilient transition, especially for vulnerable developing countries.
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MODEL ANSWER 3

Q3. The debate over India's GDP numbers shows that
statistical credibility is a governance issue, not merely
a technical issue. Discuss.
15 Marks | 250 Words    (241 words)

INTRODUCTION GDP statistics are not simply numbers produced for economists; they are public
infrastructure. They shape fiscal policy, monetary decisions, investment, welfare
debates and assessments of government performance. Consequently,
disagreements over India's revised GDP series raise a wider question: how can a
statistical system command trust while continuing to improve its methods?

CORE ANALYSIS Revisions are normal. Early estimates rely on partial information and are updated
as tax data, corporate filings, surveys and administrative records become
available. Changes in base year, deflators and techniques such as double deflation
can also improve measurement. It is therefore methodologically wrong to compare
a new-series numerator with an old-series denominator.

CRITICAL DIMENSION Yet technical correctness alone does not guarantee public confidence. Large
revisions should be accompanied by clear bridge tables, documentation of source
changes, revision calendars and explanations of uncertainty. Independent peer
review and access to anonymised underlying datasets can strengthen scrutiny.
High-frequency indicators - such as GST collections, vehicle sales, investment or
exports - can corroborate trends, but they should not substitute for a transparent
national-accounts framework.

WAY FORWARD / POLICY
DIRECTION

Institutional autonomy is equally important. Statistical agencies must be seen as
professional bodies whose methods do not shift with political convenience.
Communication should acknowledge limitations rather than demand unquestioning
acceptance.

CONCLUSION Thus, credibility is produced through reproducibility, transparency and
independence. The correct response to controversy is neither automatic suspicion
of official data nor dismissal of legitimate questions. A modern economy requires
statistics that are methodologically sound and publicly trusted; the two goals
reinforce each other.


